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Dear Patron, 
 
We are delighted to invite you and your organization to the 2019 Annual Gala of South Asian 
Youth Action (SAYA), recognizing our 23 years of work with New York City youth. The Gala 
will be held on the evening of Saturday, September 21, 2019 at Pier Sixty in Chelsea Piers. 
 
During this special evening, SAYA will honor Dr. Vasu Varadhan, Dr. Srinivasa Varadhan, and 
The Honorable Gurbir Grewal. Dr. Vasu Varadhan is an Associate Faculty member at New 
York University’s Gallatin School of Individualized Study. She has taught a wide range of 
interdisciplinary seminars on media theory, identity in a multi-cultural world, ancient Indian 
literature and South Asian literature with a special focus on emerging Indian writers in the 
diaspora. Dr. Srinivasa Varadhan is a Professor of Mathematics at New York University’s 
Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences. His work focuses on probability theory and he is 
the recipient of many awards including the Abel Prize, the U.S. National Medal of Science and 
the Padma Bhushan from the Government of India. The Honorable Gurbir Grewal has focused 
his attention on protecting the interests of New Jersey residents by expanding affirmative 
litigation, strengthening police-community relations, reducing violent crime and fighting the 
opioid epidemic. Dr. Vasu Varadhan, Dr. Srinivasa Varadhan and The Honorable Gurbir 
Grewal are leading voices in their fields and exemplify excellence for SAYA youth and the 
South Asian community. 
 
SAYA is a NYC-based youth development organization that directly addresses the critical 
needs of South Asian youth. While South Asian-focused, SAYA is inclusive and committed to 
connecting young people from all backgrounds to opportunities. Our mission is to foster a 
strong sense of belonging in youth and provide them with tools to thrive academically, 
professionally and personally. Established in 1996, SAYA provides them with free leadership 
development; college access and success programming; and high-quality sports, arts and 
STEM activities. We focus on academics as well as social and emotional learning, which is 
shown to have a long-term positive impact on young people. In the 2017-18 school year, 
surveyed SAYA youth reported significant gains in the social and emotional skills of problem-
solving and belonging. Additionally, 89% of students participating in our college success 
programming are on track to graduate within five years, compared to the national average of 
59% in six years.     
 
SAYA’s programs are funded by a variety of sources including several New York City Council 
Members, NYC Department of Education, NYC Department of Youth and Community 
Development, ExpandED Schools, many foundations and corporations, and numerous 
individual donors. This support enables SAYA to help our youth become confident and well-
rounded individuals poised to pursue higher education and rewarding careers. This year, over 
1,500 youth in elementary school through college are benefitting from our services.  
 
Included with this letter are more details about SAYA and the various levels of sponsorship for 
the 2019 Annual Gala. We invite you to be a part of SAYA’s vision by joining us this year at 
one of these sponsorship levels. We look forward to celebrating the successes of SAYA youth 
with you at the Gala.         
 
Sincerely, 
 

          
Samir Gandhi  Sonia Bhuta Sisodia 
Board Chair  Executive Director 
  
 
 



 
 
 

 

SPONSORSHIP OPTIONS 
 

� $50,000 & above, Lead Sponsor: VIP seating, special mention during the program, display of company name/logo 
on gala materials, four prominent free-standing banners along the walkway to the event space, website recognition, 1 
table (10 tickets*) 
 

� $25,000 & above, Chancellor: premier seating, display of company name/logo on gala materials, website 
recognition, 1 table (10 tickets*) 

 
� $15,000 & above, Principal: prime seating, display of company name/logo on gala materials, website recognition, 

1 table (10 tickets*) 
 

� $10,000 & above, Teacher: preferred seating, website recognition, 1 table (10 tickets*) 
 

� $6,000 & above, Mentor: website recognition, 1 table (10 tickets*) 
 

� $________ I am unable to attend but have enclosed a contribution 
 
 
*South Asian Youth Action is a 501(c)3 charitable organization. Contribution beyond the first $280/ticket may be tax 
deductible, as allowable by law (this is an approximate figure). Acknowledgment letters will state the portion of the contribution 
that is tax deductible. 
 
 

ABOUT SAYA 
 
South Asian Youth Action (SAYA) is a 501(c)3 organization for New York City youth ranging in age from first-graders to college 
students. Our mission is to foster a strong sense of belonging in youth, and to provide them with tools to thrive academically, 
professionally, and personally. Established in 1996, SAYA has grown into a $4.3 million organization currently running programs 
at nine New York City schools, as well as our community center in Elmhurst, Queens. 
 
SAYA is South Asian-focused, inclusive and committed to connecting youth from all backgrounds to opportunities. Many of our 
participants are recent immigrants and face challenges that can hinder their chances to be academically successful, graduate 
high school and go to college. SAYA provides an accessible, safe and culturally affirming space for youth and offers mentorship 
beyond the classroom so they confidently grow into engaged community members ready for college, career and personal 
success. 
 
SAYA offers year-round programming that takes place during the school day, after school, on weekends and during the summer. 
Our holistic and comprehensive services include free leadership and identity development; academic support, college access 
and success programming, and career exploration; and sports, arts and STEM instruction. 




